


Learning Vocabulary

Fatigue sets slowly, 
Words no longer have 
meaning.
Drifting into sleep 

Prof. David Levasseur



What’s your favourite word?



fairy tale “The three princes of Serendip”

the lucky tendency to find interesting or valuable 
things by chance

one of the 10 English words that are hardest to 
translate

romantic comedy with that title

What’s your favourite word?



What’s your favourite word?

Business Card
Name Card
Calling Card

n adj



Write down five or 
more words or 
phrases that you 
have recently learnt 
while studying a 
foreign language or 
that you remember 
learning in a 
particular situation in 
the past and you still 
remember.
What made them 
memorable?
(in the book?)

Write down five words



Effective 

vocabulary 

presentations 







Make it memorable
Discuss 

issues



1. Which four techniques do you personally prefer? Why?

2. Which one technique would make the words ‘stick’ best? 
Why?

3. Which one technique do you consider the least effective? 
Why?

4. Which techniques were commonly used when you were first 
learning a foreign language?

5. Which techniques do you think are especially popular in your 
teaching situation now?

6. What other techniques do you know for presenting new 
vocabulary?



Guessing
Realia and visuals
Matching
Demonstrating
Word-building
Synonyms
Song
Familiar or famous words
Pictograms
Translating
Dictionaries…Lexical sets



Realia and visuals



Guessing



Matching



Word-building

Serendipitous



Song
It's all the same, only the 

names will change

Everyday it seems we're 

wasting away

Another place where the 

faces are so cold

I'd drive all night just to get 

back home

[Chorus:]

I'm a cowboy, on a steel horse 

I ride

I'm wanted dead or alive

Wanted dead or alive

"Wanted Dead Or Alive"

Sometimes I sleep, 

sometimes it's not for days

And the people I meet always 

go their separate ways

Sometimes you tell the day

By the bottle that you drink

And times when you're alone 

all you do is think



Song "Wanted Dead Or Alive"



Song
It's all the same, only the 

grades will change

Everyday it seems we’re

learning away
Another room where the teachers

are like gold

I’d learn all night just to get 

back home

[Chorus:]

I'm a schoolboy, on a steel 

tram I ride

I wanted four or a five

Wanted four or a five

"Wanted Dead Or Alive"

Sometimes I learn,

sometimes it's not for days

And the pupils I meet 
Always go their separate ways

Sometimes you tell the day

By the backpack that you take

And after the P.E. lesson

All you do is stink!



When introducing new words, the teacher 

reminds learners of famous or familiar 

places where they might have come 

across the words before, for example in 

film titles or songs or pop groups.

Familiar or famous words

https://imgflip.com/memegenerator

https://imgflip.com/memegenerator


Meme generator



Meme generator rules
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A lexical set (sometimes called a word set) is a cluster 

or group of related words.

What is a lexical set?

Why Lexical sets?



Words can be related in several different ways, for example:

By topic furniture, clothes, family relationships, animals

By similarity of meaning gorilla, chimpanzee, orang-utang, ape

or synonymy

In pairs – opposites hot/cold, old/new, hard/soft

In pairs – synonyms slip/slide, rough/harsh, booklet/brochure

In pairs – idioms black and white; black and blue

In a series or a scale boiling, hot, warm, cool, cold, freezing

By superordinates and superordinate: FRUIT

hyponyms hyponyms: orange, apple, pineapple, banana, 

strawberry

By activity or process steps in making a cake or building a bookcase

Word families paint, painter, painting, paint work

OR know, knowledge, knowing, 

known, Knowledgeable

How are words related in lexical sets?

Why Lexical sets?



Why are lexical sets important?

We probably don’t store words in our brains in

alphabetical order like a dictionary does. Research into

memory has shown that we apparently store words in

our brain in groups of related words (or lexical sets).

Words that are related are somehow joined together in

our brains; if a new word can be ‘hooked’ to words

which are already stored, it might be easier to remember

it. It would seem logical, therefore, that we should teach

words in lexical sets to our learners, so that it is easier for

them to retain and store the words in their memory.

Why Lexical sets?



1.Matching (words to pictures, translations, synonyms,  
opposites, examples, definitions, collocations, etc.)

2.Word-building (using prefixes and suffixes)
3. Classifying items into lists (e.g. Fruit, vegetables)
4. Spotting the odd-one-out
5. Filling in crosswords, grids, diagrams
6. Filling in gaps in sentences / texts
7.Multiple choice exercises
8.Writing sentences / dialogues / stories
9.Memory games eg. I went to the market and I 
bought....,  

Last letter word
10. Board games
11. Discussions
12. Role plays
13. ....

Vocabulary practice activities
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